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Reading 

   Reading 

This week we are going to read a selection of non-fiction texts about our new history theme: The Romans. 

 You will find a copy of the text and the questions to answer on the Year 4 Home Learning on the Sandylands School website: 

https://www.sandylands.lancs.sch.uk/year-4/ 

 

Day 1 (Monday) 

Read pages 1 and 2 (The British) then answer these questions in your exercise book or on paper: 

1. Write down two things you told at the beginning of the text about who the British people 

were. 

2. Answer the following statements as either true or false: 

British people arrived hundreds of years after the Romans. 

The British people were mostly farmers. 

Different tribes spoke different languages to each other. 

Only men could become a ruler of a tribe. 

3. According to the text, why is it that we know so little about the lives of the British people? 

4. Why was it important for British people to protect themselves by living in hill forts?  
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Day 2 (Tuesday) 

Read pages 3 and 4 (The Roman invasions) then answer these questions in your exercise book or on paper: 

1. Find and copy a word that means ‘a tax or payment made by one group of people to another.’ 

2. Read the paragraph called ‘The Return of the Romans.’  

According to the text what may have made the Romans come back to invade Britain? 

3. Write down two reasons why the Romans beat the British people they were fighting. 

4. How might life have improved for some British people after the Romans invaded? 

 

Day 3 (Wednesday) 

Read pages 5 and 6 (The Roman army) then answer these questions in your exercise book or on paper: 

1. Find and copy a phrase that means to ‘do something for most of your time.’ 

2. Answer the following statements as either true or false: 

When not fighting, the soldiers built roads. 

A legion contained 100 men. 

A centurion’s helmet was made of plastic. 

The tortoise (testudo) was a formation to protect soldiers from being attacked. 

3. Why do you think it was a good idea for a Roman soldier to wear armour? 

4. In what ways might becoming a Roman soldier be an attractive job? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Day 4 (Thursday) 

Read pages 7 and 8 (Differing ways of life) then answer these questions in your exercise book or on paper: 

1. Find and copy a word that means ‘a time when someone might not understand something.’ 

2. What was the job of a druid? 

3. Who was Jupiter and what was he responsible for? 

4. Explain two of the differences between a Celt’s and a Roman’s view of life. 

 

Day 5 (Friday) 

Read pages 9 and 10 (Roman roads) then answer these questions in your exercise book or on paper: 

1. Find and copy a word that means ‘to join together as a group.’ 

2. Write down two uses of Roman roads. 

3. Answer the following statements as either true or false: 

Fosse Way was one of the first Roman roads built. 

Watling Street was the name of an important Roman town. 

The Romans reached Scotland in AD 48. 

4. Why did the Romans have to build forts along roads like Dere Street? 



 

  Writing 

Learning Objective: To create a persuasive advert.  

Before half-term we looked at persuasive adverts and the features and language used. We then chose a product from the JML 

website or invented our own and created an advert for it.  

This week we are going to be creating our own chocolate bar, sweet, cake or biscuit and writing an advert for it. Lancashire School 

Library Services are organising a competition for all schools across the county to design this new confectionary. There is a prize of a 

bundle of books for the winning school. Take part in these lessons and send your creations to us by email. 

You will find a copy of the activities, resources and videos on the Year 4 Home Learning page on the school 

website.  Don’t forget to watch the ‘Loom’ videos which give you an introduction to each lesson. A new video will 

be available each day on the website: https://www.sandylands.lancs.sch.uk/year-4/ 

Work can be emailed to: year4homework@sandylands.lancs.sch.uk 

 

Monday 

Key skills: Revise word classes : adjectives 

Look at these adjectives: tasty,     nice,      thick 

Use a thesaurus (www.wordhippo.com ) to search for another word (synonym) for these words. 

Make a word web of these. 

Try using one or more of these words in a sentence. 
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Main activity 1 –  

You will need a selection of your favourite chocolate bars for this lesson (save the wrappers for Tuesday’s lesson as well) 

 Cut or bite a piece off so you can see a ‘cross section’ of what the chocolate bar looks inside. 

What different ingredients and colours can you see inside? 

When you try the chocolate, what flavours and textures can you taste? 

You can use the word bank of chocolate words to help you describe the chocolate. 

Write in your exercise book a short description of each chocolate bar using his format: 

Name of chocolate bar: _______________________ e.g. Crunchie 

Colours: ___________________________ e.g. golden,  

Ingredients: ___________________________ e.g. honeycomb, milk chocolate 

Flavours and textures: ________________________ e.g. fizzy, sweet, crunchy, sticky 

Choose your favourite chocolate bar and explain about why you like it so much. 

Now think about what ingredients, colours, textures you would include in a brand new chocolate bar.  

Draw a picture and write a short description of what it would include. 

 

Tuesday 

Key skills:   Understand and use alliteration 

Alliteration is when words start with the same sound, e.g. Sammy the slippery snake slowly slid. 

Go to the BBC Bitesize website:  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/zq4c7p3 

Watch the video and have a go at the activity. 

Use the list of words to describe chocolate. Pick out words which begin with the same letter, e.g. 

comforting, creamy caramel      or         handmade, heavenly happiness 

Try to write your own snappy slogan which uses alliteration. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/zq4c7p3


 

Main activity 2 –   

Today we are going to look at the packaging of chocolate bars. Chocolate makers spend lots of time and money thinking about how 

to make their wrappers design appeal to people. If you don’t have any chocolate wrappers, you could look at the pictures on the 

school website or on the sheet in your paper pack. 

 Think about the design of each wrapper: 

What colours have been used and how have they been used?  

Are the colours contrasting or complimentary?  

What type of font has been used on the lettering? For example, joined script or spaced letters? Upper or lower case?  

What shapes, lines, patterns, tones and textures are used?  

Which chocolate wrappers do you prefer? 

Choose five different chocolate bar wrappers and write a description of each one based on your answers to the questions above e.g. 

Name of chocolate bar: _______________________ e.g. Crunchie 

Colours: ___________________________ e.g. gold, red, bright 

Lettering: ___________________________ e.g. red, lower case, spaced letters, irregular in size 

Shapes, lines, patterns: ________________________ e.g. stars, shiny 

 

Now think about which wrappers design appealed the most to you and design your own. You will need to invent a name for the new 

chocolate bar and think carefully about the colour, shape, line, pattern and any picture you use in your design. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Wednesday 

Key skills:   Choose nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition 

Read the following paragraph, there are lots of pronouns. Can you circle them all?  

Chocolate first came from Central America. It was originally called Xocolatl. When Spanish explorers travelled to the New World, 

they found many unknown foods there. These were brought back as gifts for their kings and queens. In 1847, Joseph Fry made the 

first chocolate bar, which he called ‘Chocolate Cream’. British people must love chocolate, because on average we eat about 8.5kg 

each every year, which could make us very fat!  

 

Now find the noun or noun phrase each pronoun belongs to. Write them as a pair, like this: 

‘it’ = chocolate 

 

Main activity 3 –  

Look at the example of an advert for a new chocolate bar. Think about the following features: 

Name of the product,  

A colourful, eye-catching picture 

Slogan- ( short, catchy sentences that are associated with a product, to help sell the product- can use alliteration, repetition)  

Rhetorical question (a question used for dramatic effect or make a point rather than get an answer),  

Description of the chocolate bar, why it tastes so good, superlatives,  

 

Label these features on the advert. 

Now you are going to begin planning your advert for a new chocolate bar based on your designs from Monday and Tuesday 

Think about the words you would use to describe the chocolate bar. Remember to make it sound appealing so that people would 

want to buy it! Write a short paragraph to describe your chocolate bar. 



 

 

Thursday 

Key skills:  Understand the meaning of a rhetorical question and how to use one 

A rhetorical question is used for dramatic effect or make a point rather than get an answer. Here are some examples: 

'Who wouldn't want to be a millionaire?' 

‘Do we really want our planet to survive?’ 

'Wouldn’t you feel happier if you could wear what you wanted to school?' 

Think about the chocolate bar advert you are creating. Practise writing an example rhetorical question for it, e.g. 

Bored of the same old chocolate? 

Want to try something new and exciting? 

 

Main activity 4 – 

We are going to use your description from Wednesday to create the advert for your new chocolate bar. It will need to include: 

Name of the product,  

A colourful, eye-catching picture 

Slogan- ( short, catchy sentences that are associated with a product, to help sell the product- can use alliteration, repetition)  

Rhetorical question (a question used for dramatic effect or make a point rather than get an answer),  

Description of the chocolate bar, why it tastes so good, superlatives,  

 

Remember to send your finished poster by email to year4homework@sandylands.lancs.sch.uk to be entered into the competition to 

win school a bundle of books! 
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