[bookmark: _GoBack]The Railway Children Reading Tasks
The Railway children is a story about three children: Roberta (Bobbie), Phyllis and Peter. They move to a house near a railway line where they have many adventures. They find out all about the passing trains, the workers at the station and the people who travel on them.
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Monday 8th February- retrieval 
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5. Why do the children decide not to run to the station to warn adults about the fallen trees?

Tuesday 9th February- inference
1.
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3.
 [image: ]
4.
[image: ]

Wednesday 10th February – give/explain the meaning of words in context
1. 
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Thursday 11th February –summarise
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Friday 12th February –Spelling and reading
Enjoy some independent reading time, and if you like send us a review to recommend a book to your class mates
Work on our science topic vocabulary in your spelling work
https://spellingframe.co.uk/spelling-rule/224/3-Forces-and-magnets
Practice the spelling with the segment cards before trying the test and the free game (no login required)
magnet
magnetic
force
contact
attract
repel
friction
poles
push
pull


Writing tasks
 Monday 8th February
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This great website has lots of little inventions which may help you with your design ideas
Ideas : Little Inventors
[image: ]



Tuesday 9th February 
Now plan your instructions for setting the trap. Use the planner below (and my instructions) to help you
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Wednesday 10th February
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Thursday 11th and Friday 12th February
Choose one of the following writing tasks to complete on Thursday and Friday.  You could use the structure of Stone Age Boy if you decide to write a story, use some of the poetry ideas from last week or our Pangolin information text we worked on before lockdown. Look at the Pangolin model below and write a simplified version of the animal of your choice. Focus on the animal’s appearance, habitat, diet and interesting facts
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3. Why did the children have their lunch with them?
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Problem

Solution

The tunnel is far from home - how will
the children eat?

Mother let them take their lunch
with them.

The children decide to run to tell the
station staff.

There is not enough time to alert the
train staff before the next train (the
11.29) uses the tracks.

The children need something
red to wave.
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‘What is it? Oh, what is it?’ said Phyllis;
Let's go home.”
What ideas are we given about Phyllis's personality in this part of the text?

lit's much too magic for me. I don't like it.
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Look at the paragraph beginning: They got down the steep stairs. Bobbie was pale and
shivering. Peter's face looked thinner than usual. Phyllis was red-faced and damp with
anxiety.

Draw a line to show the phrase that is closest in meaning to how the children

are feeling.

The children are feeling
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Explain what kind of boy Peter is. Give evidence from the text.
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13. Order the events to show what happened in the story. The first one has been done
for you.

| Peter tears the petticoats to make red flags. ][ )

| Trees are seen moving down the ill. ][ )

| The children head off for a picnic. | (1)

| The girls realise that their petticoats are red. ][ )

| The children wave their flags to make the trainstop. | [ |
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‘Oh, yes,” she cried; ‘THEY'RE red! Let's take them off.’

Why do you think the author has chosen to use the reporting clause ‘she cried" in
this sentence?
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12. Find and copy a phrase near the end of the story that shows that the children
risked danger.
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Look at the paragraph beginning: ‘It's ALL coming down,’ Peter tried to say.
The author describes the trees as if they were people. Find and copy two words that.

show this.

1.
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Draw a line to match what might be found in the places being described.

Place
The sides of the cutting
The top part of the cutting

Among the rocks

What might be found
Aflight of steps
Grass and flowers
Alittle natural glen

Grey, rough stone
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Our final mission:
studying a Soupee bird!

Inmy poem, | had the feather from a Soupee bird. Id love to
photograph one for my collection but they are very shy
creatures and always hide away. However, | have a cunning
plan that would allow me to see one up close!

Here are the instructions:
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How to uncover a Soupee bird

Are you mesmerised by the rare Soupee bird? Would you love to
photograph this magnificent creature up close? If so, read on to
find out how!

What you need:
« Along rope
A net full of chocolate buttons
« Classical music (saved on your phone or iPod)
* Perfume that smells like flowers
« Dry leaves from the jungle
« Agood camera

Whm' 'you do:
1. First, trek deep info the jungle where the trees are dense.
Always make sure you wear sturdy boots to do this.
2. Next, choose a tree with a wide trunk and loop your rope over
the lowest branch.

. After that, carefully tie your net of chocolate buttons to both
ends of the rope so it hangs from the branch. Check the knot
is tight.

4. Then, crouch behind the tree, spray yourself with the perfume

and cover your hat with leaves. This will camouflage you.

As soon as you are hidden, play the classical music.

w

o
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6. Next, wait patiently. The Soupee will be so tempted by the
aroma of chocolate buttons and the beautiful sound of the
classical music, it will leave its hiding place. It will discover the
buttons and will peck at them whilst enjoying the music.

7. Finally, peek around the tree and take your chance to
photograph the bird. Make sure you are really quiet or you will
scare it away.

8. Now you have your precious photograph!

Warning: Never use white chocolate buttons as they might attract
giant jungle pythons.
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Glossary

Here are the definitions of some of the technical vocabulary:

crouch: bend your knees and curl yourself in to get your body as low as possible
camoufiage: a way of hiding by covering yourself so you blend into your
surroundings

classical music: serious music following a long tradition

tempted: to be attracted to do something that you probably shouldn’t.

‘aroma: the smell of something, usually something pleasant.
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Let’s tanovate!

* What mysterious, rare thing would you love to see up
close? What would you like to photograph? A fairy? A giant? A
wizard? A Pokemon? A minotaur? A T-rex? A mermaid? A
unicorn? Something else? Write it below:

1 would like to see a

* Design Challenge: What would tempt them out of their hiding
place? On the next page, use the space to draw and label a trap to tempt

your creature out of its hiding place.
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/ Now write your instructions. Let’s
Y- 3 »
of mine to help you write yours.

itate the language and structure

* Ask 2 questions to introduce the instructions: Are you mesmerised by
the rare Soupee bird? Would you love to photograph this magnificent
creature up close?

* Use fronted adverbials to order the steps for the reader: First, trek
deep into the jungle where the trees are dense. Next, wait patiently.

* Tell your reader what to do by using bossy, imperative verbs: trek deep
into the jungle, peek around the tree, choose a tree with a wide trunk,
play the classical music

* Extend detail with a sentence of 3 things: Then, crouch behind the
tree, spray yourself with the perfume and cover your hat with leaves

* Round off with a warning: Never use ... Beware ... Do not ...
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Aska question to the reader
todraw them in, e.g.

Are gou ...
Would you ...

What you need:

Listof tems needed for the
trap

What you do:
The steps you need to set
up the trap. Use your
adverbs to show the order
First,

Next,

After that,

Then,

Now,

Finallg,

Final word of warning
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==

Write away!

Now you're ready o write your instructions! Use your
plan and draft them on a separate piece of paper and
don't forget to check the punctuation and flow. Does it
sound bossy enough?
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If you want to do more writing, you could try some INVENTING by using what
You have learnt at school already. Here are a few ideas:

* Write a story where your main character has an adventure in a magical
jungle. Use a story pattern that you know or use this basic structure:

Once upon a time, ..
One day, ...
Unfortunately, ...
Luckily, ...
In the end, .
* Write another list poem about somewhere else you could explore. Use
the title: Through my telescope, I saw ...
* Werite an information text about the creature that you captured in your
trap.

* Write a letter to a friend telling them about your exploring. Ask them to
plan a trip with you.
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Strong enough to excavate soil as hard as concrete!
Tough enough to defy a lion's ferocious snack attack!

The Powerful Pangolin! [ ...
A skeleton on the inside of the body.
For decades, pangoiins have had people puzzled. What were these B
arcge crtness Now we know e sty oess caures | Bxeskatron
are actually mammals. A skeleton on the outside of the body.

Special Suit Invertebrate: An anmal without @ backbone.

Kerati
Ahard protein. Hair and nails are made

Unlie ail other mammals, the pangoli is covered in scales.
But, don't let their armoured plates trick you into thinking they have
‘an exoskeleton Oh nol The pangoiin is,in fact, a vertebrate with

‘an endoskeleton. When attacked, it cleverly rols into a tight bl to
shield itseff from predators. The startled pangolin covers its head
with ts front legs, rolls up and uses its sharp scaly tailto lash its
attacker. Fwam! Even a lion struggles to open this packed lunch box!

ofit
Mammat:

Animals that are warm-blooded with
har or fur

Keratin Predator: An animal that lives mostly by
These scaly plates are mode of a substance caled Keratin Smilrly, | kiling and eating other animals.

human har and nails are made of keratin, yet these donotform | -

part of our skeleton. So, lthough the Pangoliris scaly plates are Vertebrate: An animal with a backbone.
Very hard and protective they are not classed as an excekeleton
et
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Favourite Food - Ants

f you hate creeping criters, then you'l love the pangolini This sticky-tongued scoffer, guzzles in excess of 70 milion
insects per year! Each night, it uses its hugely powerful front claws to rip open rock-hard ant and termite nests to rad
the succulent insects inside: Mmm!

Tongue-tasti
Have you ever seen your granny without her teeth in? Well, the pangolin doesn't have any teeth either. Instead it uses
its long sticky tongue to SIurp up its dinner.

Pangolin Facts

Whenit s fully extended, a pangolin's tongue can be up to 16 inches longer than s body. How far can you stick your
tongue out? The word Pangoin comes from the Myan word Penggullung’ meaning ‘roller”
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The mouth of the tunnel was some way from their home, so Mother
let them take their lunch with them in a basket. When they got to
the top of the cutting, they leaned over the fence and looked down to
where the railway lines lay at the bottom of what was exactly like
@ mountain gorge. The sides of the cutting were of grey stone, very
roughly hewn. Indeed, the top part of the cutting had been a little
natural glen that had been cut deeper to bring it down to the level
of the tunnel's mouth. Among the rocks, grass and flowers grew, and
seeds dropped by birds in the crannies of the stone had taken root
and grown into bushes and trees that overhung the cutting. Near the
tunnel was a flight of steps leading down to the line - just wooden
bars roughly fixed into the earth - a very steep and narrow way,
more like a ladder than a stair.

They went along the fence towards the litle swing gate that is at the
top of these steps. And they were almost at the gate when Bobbie said,

“Hush. Stop! What's that?"
“That was a very odd noise indeed - a soft noise, but quite plainly
to be heard through the sound of the wind in tree branches,
and the hum and whir of the telegraph wires. It was a sort of
rustling, whispering sound. As they listened it stopped, and then it
began again.

1"} And this time it did not stop, but it grew louder and more rustling
and rumbling.

“Look!" cried Peter, suddenly. ‘The tree over therel’

“What is it? Oh, what is t?' said Phylls; ‘It much too
magic for me.

Tdon't like it. Let's go home.’

But Bobbie and Peter clung fost to the rail and watched
breathlessly. And Phyllis made no movement towards
going home by herself

The trees moved. Some stones and loose earth fell down
and rattled on the railway metals far below:

R ARSI
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“It's ALL coming down, Peter trid to say, but he found there was
hardly any voice to sag it with. And, indeed, just as he spoke, the
great rock on the topof which the walking trees were leaned slowly
forward. The tree, ceasing to walk, stood still and shivered. Leaning
with the rock, they seemed to hesitate @ moment, and then the
rock and tres and grass and bushes, with a rushing sound, sipped.
fight away from the face of the curting and fel on the liné with @
blundering crash that could have been heard half a mile off. A cloud.
of dust roze up.

“Look what a great mound it's made!”said Bobbe.

“Ves said Peter, slowly He was stillleaning on the fence. Yes” e
said again, =il more slowly. Then he stood upright. The 1129 down
s gone by yét. We must et them know at the station, or there |
be o most rightful accdent.”

“Lets run; said Bobbie, and began.

But Peter cried, Come back!” and looked at Mother's watch. He was
very prompt and businesslike, and his face looked whiter than they
ad even seen it

“No time; he said, it’s two miles away, and i’ past eleven.

“If we had anything red, we could get down the line and wave it,
said peter.

They got down the steep stirs. Bobbie was pale and shivering.
Peters face looked. thinner than usual. Phylis was redfaced and.
damp with ansety

Oh how hot T am!” she said; ‘and T though it was going to be cod:
L wish we hadn't put on our- she stopped short, and then ended in
quite o different tone - ‘our flannel peticoats”

Bobbie turned at the bottom of the stars
Oh, yes," she cried; THEY'RE redi Le's take them off

They did, and with the petticoats roled up under thei arms, ran
along the railway, skirting the newly fallen mound of stones and
rock and earth, and bent, crushed and twisted trees. They ran ot
their best pace. Peter led but the girs were ot far behind. They
reached the corner that hid the mound from the straight line of
Failway that ran half & mile without curve or corner

[
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1. What were the names of the three children?
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2. Where was the house that they had moved to?




