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English  Maths Understanding the World 

Focus- Chinese New Year, the Zodiac Story 

 

You can watch the video attached 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVClAj8q_lY 

 

 

1  Development matters- 40-60 months Writing  

Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate 

meaning, representing some sounds correctly and in 

sequence. 

 

Vocabulary  -river, Ox, Emperor  

Task- Watch and listen to the story about the animal race. 

Can you remember any of the animals in the race? 

Who won the race and how did they do it? 

Let’s make some animal cards to order the animals in the 

race.  

Use the animal cards attached or you could make your own. 

Can you write the animal’s names on them? Use your Fred 

fingers to write the sounds you can hear.  

Use the sound mat attached to help you.  

 

2 Development matters-  40-60 months Writing  

Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate 

meaning, representing some sounds correctly and in 

sequence. 

 

Vocabulary dragon, head, teeth, tail, body, feet, spikes. 

 

Task  Look at the information attached about Chinese New 

Year. Read up to the dragon page. What celebrations can 

you remember so far? Look at the dragon what can you see?  

Let’s label the dragon using the sounds you can hear. How 

about a little sentence? EG A big dragon. Don’t forget the 

Topic Focus – Reasoning with fractions 

 

Vocabulary – share, count, group, set, double, half, 

share out, even, odd, fair, halving 

 

1. Key Objectives – I can find half of a number.  

 

Stater – Drop some 1p coins into a glass whilst the 

children have their eyes shut. Can they estimate 

how many there are? Repeat. Repeat and count. 

How many coins altogether?  

 

Task – (SHOW) Discuss last week’s learning and 

what we did – finding half. Ask the chn to tell you 

the important rule (halves are = / the same). 

Work through the examples on the loom video and 

make links between the amount of objects and the 

numbers. I.e. We want to find half of four, look 

there are four apples (count them). How do we 

make half? Each half contains 2. Make concrete 

links between the numbers and the objects. 

Extend this activity by adding the two halves back 

together again. (Doubling the numbers). 

 

2.  Key Objectives – I can find half of a number. 

 

Stater –  Drop some 1p coins into a glass whilst 

the children have their eyes shut. Can they count 

how many there are? How much money is in the 

glass? What is the value? 

 

Task –  SHOW) Re-cap yesterdays learning about 

halving and the link between the objects and the 

numbers. Today explain that we are going to try 

Development matters –  

 

Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and 

change. 

 

Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines. 

Vocabulary 

 

Chinese, China, New Year, Lunar, Animals 

Learning Activity  

 

1. What is Chinese New Year? Watch the videos 

on the CBeebies homepage.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/chinese-

new-year 

 

Talk about China and that it is a country in Asia, 

which is a continent. What is a country? What is a 

continent? Where is China? Look on Google Maps. 

Estimate how long it might take you to get there. 

How would you get there? Make a paper 

aeroplane. Estimate how far it may be able to fly.  

 

2. Talk about the videos and celebrations. Do we 

celebrate the new year? How are the celebrations 

the same? How are they different? Make a list of 

similarities and differences i.e. families get 

together and share food. Can the children draw a 

picture of a time that was special to them?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVClAj8q_lY
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/chinese-new-year
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/chinese-new-year
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sound mat to help you.  

 

3 Development matters   

Vocabulary footprint list 40-60 months Reading  

 Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly 

influenced by their experiences of books. 

 

Task  

Recap the celebrations about Chinese new year from the 

information attached.  

Read the rest of the information about Chinese New Year. 

Can you remember 3 different ways that the New Year is 

celebrated?  Could you tell an adult and maybe describe 

some of them. EG the bright colourful fireworks. Could your 

adult write these ideas down on a spider diagram? 

 

 
 

4 Development matters-  40-60 Months Reading Begins to 

read words and simple sentences. 

 

Vocabulary rat, clap, the, and  

Task – Watch the loom and read the Rat story with Miss 

McLaren .  

Can you practise the above words before you start. 

 

 

 

 

to find half a number without using the objects. 

The first few examples may need some modelling. 

Draw some corresponding dots and model halving 

them. Work on halving even numbers within 10 / 

20. How can they children check that they have 

half? What do the halves need to be? Work some 

examples and address any misconceptions.  Extend 

this activity by adding the two halves back 

together again. (Doubling the numbers). See 

Tuesday’s activity 

 

3.  Key Objective – I can represent half using a 

range of objects. 

 

Stater – Using a red envelope (Ang Poa activity) 

give your child some coins. Ask them to open the 

envelopes and tell you which coins are inside. 

 

Task –(DO) Set up a role play scenario using a soft 

toy/s and some objects in various even quantities. 

Explain to the chn the toys have got lots of 

sweets / food / presents etc but they need to 

share them equally. What do they need to find? 

How can they do this? Model and example using 

one of the quantities i.e. 6 smarties. Share into 

halves. Ask your children to share the rest of the 

quantities out into halves so that the toys have an 

equal amount. How can they check they are 

correct? You could make this activity more 

challenging by using some fruits that need to be 

halved i.e. banana. Ensure that you always 

supervise children when using blunt cutting tools. 

See Wednesday’s activity 

 

4. Key Objective – I can represent half using 

 

ICT  

 
Development matters –  

 

Completes a simple program on a computer. 

 

Uses ICT hardware to interact with age-appropriate 

computer software. 

 

Learning Activity  

 

This week we will practise logging into purple 

mash again using the log in details provided. You 

should all have received your log in details by now.  

 

Visit:  https://www.purplemash.com/sch/mahscp 

 

Help your child find the keys on the 

keyboard/tablet/phone to type their username. 

 

Then allow them to enter the password using 

numbers or pictures. Then click the smiley face.  

 

Allow them to explore ‘mini-mash’. 

 

Over the coming weeks we will aim to increase 

your child’s independence and complete activities 

on purple mash.  

 

2. Complete the Chinese NY quiz with an adult 

using the following link. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/puzzles/lets-

celebrate-chinese-new-year-

quiz?collection=chinese-lunar-new-year 

https://www.purplemash.com/sch/mahscp
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/puzzles/lets-celebrate-chinese-new-year-quiz?collection=chinese-lunar-new-year
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/puzzles/lets-celebrate-chinese-new-year-quiz?collection=chinese-lunar-new-year
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/puzzles/lets-celebrate-chinese-new-year-quiz?collection=chinese-lunar-new-year
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5 

Development matters-  40-60 Months Reading  

Writes own name and other things such as labels, captions. 

 

Vocabulary Chinese New Year 

 

Task Can you write a card to celebrate Chinese New Year? 

What would you write inside? 

Here are some templates to help you. 

 

 

pictures or numbers. 

 

Stater –  Using a red envelope (Ang Poa activity) 

give your child some coins. Ask them to open the 

envelopes and tell you which coins are inside. 

 

Task –(DO)  Re-cap what we have learned and 

what the important rules are when halving. Explain 

to the children that we are going to try to find 

half of some numbers and that they can work it 

out how they wish. They can draw pictures/dots 

etc like we did in Tuesdays lesson. Alternatively, 

they might be able to work it out another way. 

Ask them to show how they have found half of a 

given number on paper. Give some examples which 

cannot be halved without use of decimals i.e. 5 or 

7. See if the children pick up that it is not 

possible. Ask them how they reached their 

conclusion. See Thursday’s activity.  

 

5.   Key Objective – I can solve problems involving 

halving. 

 

Task – (THINK)  

 

This session is to expand problem solving 

capabilities and critical thinking.  

 

Re-cap learning from the week and ask the chn 

some questions.  

 

SHOW ME:  half of 6- how do you know? What do 

I need to do? 

 

CONVINCE ME: Ask them to convince you that 
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you cannot share 7 sweets between me and you. 

That half of 4 is 2. 

 

If the children are confident with halving extend 

the weeks learning with some additional 

challenges. These could be word problems or 

inverse operations. I.e. I have 4 in this half and 4 

in this half. How many did I start with? 

 

Expressive Arts and Design  Communication and Language  Physical Development 

Development Matters 

Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment 

with ways of changing them. 

 

Explores the different sounds of instruments. 

 

Selects tools and techniques needed to shape, assemble and 

join materials they are using. 

Development Matters 

 

Maintains attention, concentrates and sits quietly 

during appropriate activity. 

Two-channelled attention – can listen and do for 

short span. 

Responds to instructions involving a two-part 

sequence. 

Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify 

thinking, ideas, feelings and events 

Shows some understanding that good practices 

with regard to exercise, eating, sleeping and 

hygiene can contribute to good health. 

 

Experiments with different ways of moving. 

Vocabulary 

 

Vocabulary 

 

Vocabulary 

 

Learning Activity  

 

Activity 1 – Watch the video ‘Preparing for Chinese and 

Lunar New Year’ video from the Cbeebies site @ 2:00 mins. 

The family exchange red envelopes which contain money. 

Try to make your own ‘ang poa’ or follow the instructions 

and use the template attached.  

 

Activity 2-  

 

Using an old toilet roll tube create some spectacular 

Chinese new year firework paintings. See picture below.  

 

Learning Activity  

 

Activity 1 - Using the Chinese Alphabet help the 

children to find the letters from their name in 

Chinese. Attempt to paint / draw the symbols on a 

piece of paper.  

 

Can they write their name underneath it? With 

the help of an adult can you find out what your 

name means? Which year of the Chinese Zodiac 

were you born in? 

 

Activity 2 – Complete the ‘What am I PDF’ with 

Learning Activity  

 

Activity 1 – Watch the video of the Chinese New 

Year dragon dance. How does the dragon move? 

What is the music like? How does the dragon 

move in time to the music / beat?  Can you try to 

dance like a Chinese dragon? Maybe an adult could 

help by making a drumming noise. Swap over. Can 

you keep the beat by banging a pan with a spoon 

or clapping?  

 

Activity 2 – Try some Yoga with Cosmic Kids. This 

week’s episode focuses on dragons and dinosaurs. 
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 the children. Get them to talk about the animals 

and use the clues to guess which animal is being 

revealed.  

This video is quite long so please do as much or as 

little as you wish. 

 

Resources / Website links  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/chinese-new-year 

 

Chinese Envelope Template and Instructions attached.  

 

Resources / Website links  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources / Website links  

Dragon Dance: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUqhUNp5x2s 

 

Cosmic Kids: 

https://youtu.be/11V1T4IVPtY  

 

 

 

 

Personal and Social Development   Any other subjects.. 

Development Matters -   
 
Understands that own actions affect other people, for 

example, becomes upset or tries to comfort another child 

when they realise they have upset them. 

 

  

Vocabulary 

 

confidence, esteem, abilities, interests, opinions 

 

 

Learning Activity  

 

Talk about the part of the story where the rat pushes the 

cat into the river and then beats the ox. Did the rat win the 

 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/chinese-new-year
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUqhUNp5x2s
https://youtu.be/11V1T4IVPtY
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race fairly? How would you describe the rat’s actions? Was 

it fair?  

 

Talk about cheating at something whether it be a game, a 

race or something else? Is it OK to cheat in order to win or 

get the best result?  

 

If you have any characters at home perhaps you could have 

a race with them. Did everyone follow the rules?  

 

How did the cat feel?  How did the Ox feel? 
Resources / Website links -   
 
Chinese New Year Story 
 
 
 
 
 


