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Reading 
   This week we are going to continue reading ‘Stuart Little’ by E B White. 

 You will find a copy of the text and the questions to answer it on the Year 4 Home Learning on the Sandylands School website: 
https://www.sandylands.lancs.sch.uk/year-4/ 

 
Activity 1 
Read Chapter  8 (Margalo) up to the part where it says: 
"There's a mighty fine bird," he whispered, and sighed a tender sigh. 
Now answer the following questions about the text: 

1. Why was Stuart Little sometimes so hard to find in the house? 
2. Find and copy a word that means ‘to shake because of being cold.’ 
3. How did the different members of the family all look after Stuart when he became ill? 
4. Who is Margalo? 
5. According to the text, how do you know that Stuart liked Margalo? 

 
Activity 2 
Read Chapter  8 (Margalo) from the part where it says: 
"There's a mighty fine bird," he whispered, and sighed a tender sigh, to the end of the chapter. 
Now answer the following questions about the text: 

1. According to the text, why could Stuart not sleep at night? 
2. Find and copy one word that means ‘to move downwards.’ 
3. How did Stuart stop Snowbell the cat from attacking Margalo the bird? 
4. Find and copy one word that means ‘to make a high pitched scream.’ 

 
Activity 3 
Read Chapter 9 (A Narrow Escape) up to the part where it says: 
“peel wrapped around my middle." 
Now answer the following questions about the text: 

1. Why was Stuart Little so pleased that Margalo decided to stay with the Little’s? 
2. Find and copy one word that means to be lifted or raised up. 
3.  What does the phrase, ‘Just an enormous world of garbage and trash and smell’ suggest about the inside of garbage truck? 
4. Why was Stuart anxious to work his way to the top of rubbish pile? 



 

 

  

Activity 4 
Read the remainder of Chapter 9 (A Narrow Escape) from: 
“peel wrapped around my middle." to the end of the chapter.  
Then answer the following questions about the text: 

1. How did Margalo know what had happened to Stuart? 
2. Why does Margalo tell Stuart not to look down? 
3. Find and copy one word that means to do something cautiously or carefully. 
4. What did the family do to thank Margalo? 
5. True or false: 

a. Snowbell rescued Stuart from the garbage truck. 
b. Stuart threw his ice skates into the ocean. 
c. It was snowing when Margalo found Stuart. 
d. Mr Little told Stuart off for making everyone worried. 

 
Activity 5 
Think about Stuart Little’s adventures in Chapter 9, A Narrow Escape.    
Draw your own storyboard/comic showing what happens to him. There is a template you can use on the Year 4 Home Learning page. 
Use the following sequence of events to help you: 
1. Stuart sees a dog whilst out walking so jumps into a garbage can to hide. 
2. The garbage can with Stuart inside is thrown into the back of a garbage truck. 
3. Stuart tries to climb out of the garbage truck but is trapped. 
4. All of the garbage inside the truck is emptied onto a boat that sails out onto the ocean. 
5. Margalo the bird finds Stuart and flies him back home. 
6. Everyone is happy to see Stuart back home. Margalo is given a little cake to say thank you. 

 



 

 

  Writing 

Learning Objective: To write a narrative, creating settings and characters.  
 
This week we are going to continue to read and writing about the characters, settings and events in ‘The Firework Maker’s Daughter’ by Philip 
Pullman.  You will find a copy of the activities, resources and videos on the Year 4 Home Learning page on the school website: 
https://www.sandylands.lancs.sch.uk/year-4/ 

Don’t forget to watch the ‘Loom’ videos which give you an introduction to each lesson. A new video will be available each day. 
 
Activity 1 - Correctly punctuate speech  
Key skills: using inverted commas 
1. Watch the Loom video which explains the learning activities for today’s lesson. 
This week we are going to be learning how to use inverted commas to correctly punctuate speech between two characters in a story. 
When you are writing, inverted commas or speech marks go before and after direct speech, surrounding what was said. For example: 
"I'm hungry," she complained. 
If another character replies, use another set of inverted commas. 
"What's for tea?" she asked. "Delicious ants!" her mum replied. 
Punctuation, such as question marks, full stops and exclamation marks go inside the speech marks. 
2. Go to the BBC Bitesize website: (search : ‘BBC bitesize inverted commas’)  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/ztcp97h 
Watch the video on the BBC website which explains the purpose of inverted commas.  
3. Complete the activity and quiz on the BBC website. 
Activity: Correctly punctuate speech  
4. Then have a go at correctly punctuating these sentences, putting the punctuation in the boxes, into each of the sentences in the correct 

order. 
 
     Would    you    like    to     learn     French    asked  Colin   
 
     I    shouted   Stop    walking   on   my    paintings      
 
      
                                   Where   is   a   good     place    to    eat    we     asked 
 
                                   Grace      yelled     Move    out    of     my     way    now 

“    ”  .  ? 

!   ,   “    ” 

.    “  ?   ” 

“    ”   !   , 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/ztcp97h


 

 

Activity 2 - Write a conversation between two characters (Lila and Razvani), correctly punctuated with inverted commas  
Part 1 

1. Watch the Loom video which includes the link to the BBC video : 
2. Watch a famous actor reading an extract from Firework Maker’s Daughter, explaining why she likes it so much: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1--ks2-the-firework-makers-daughter-by-philip-pullman/zhxhy9q 
3. Watch the remainder of the Loom video which includes Mr Morland reading an extract of Chapter 5, which you can also read a 

copy of. 
4. When you have read this extract highlight, circle or underline all the parts which contain speech between the two characters. 
 
Part 2 
5. Watch the second part of the Loom video explaining the learning activity- to write a conversation between two characters. 
6. You will need the activity sheet with pictures of Lila and Razvani and speech bubbles for this.  Using the ideas from the story extract in 

Chapter 5, write your own version of the conversation between Lila and Razvani when they meet for the first time. You can write your 
speech inside the speech bubbles, don’t forget to correctly use inverted commas and other punctuation such as      .  ,  !  ? 

 
Activity 3 - Write a description of the Grotto setting using expanded noun phrases  
Key skills: using expanded noun phrases 
1. Watch the Loom video which explains the instructions for today’s learning activities. The first part of the Loom video recaps expanded noun 

phrases.  

2. Look at a picture of the Grotto of the Fire-Fiend that Lila finds herself in, which is inside the volcano Mount Merapi. 
3. Read the description of the Grotto from Chapter 5 of The Firework Maker’s Daughter or listen to Mr Morland reading it.  
4. Write down a list of words from the text or from looking at the pictures of the Grotto that you could use to describe what the Grotto might 

look like, sound like, feel like inside. 
Activity:  Write a description of the Grotto setting using expanded noun phrases 
5. Watch the Loom video to see how Mr Morland models how to write a descriptive setting. 
6. Then have a go at writing your own description of the Grotto using the words you thought of earlier in the lesson. Remember to include 

expanded noun phrases in your writing. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1--ks2-the-firework-makers-daughter-by-philip-pullman/zhxhy9q


 

 

 

Activity 4 and 5 – Write a narrative description of the meeting between Lila and Razvani including correctly punctuated speech  
1. We are going to learn over two lessons (Thursday 21.1.21 and Friday 22.1.21) how to write a description of the Grotto including the meeting 

between Lila and Razvani. Watch the Loom video (Part 1 on Thursday 21.1.21 and Part 2 on Friday 22.1.21) to watch Mr Morland explain a 
modelled version. 

2. The main focus for our writing will be to include expanded noun phrases and correctly punctuated speech with inverted commas.  
 

   


