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ENGLISH Year 3




English

	Reading

	  
	
	This week we are going to continue looking at a short story by Steve Johnson called George the Giant Tortoise.
Take you time to read it a couple of times. Check with mum and dad if there are any words you don’t know the meaning of.
REMEMBER. All the tasks can be printed off or paper copies collected from school to lessen screen time.
Activity 1
To get us started have a go at the following retrieval questions about the characters in the story.
Remember! The answer is always in the text. Don’t put the answer in your own words- just copy it! 
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Activity 2
Today we will look at word meaning.
Remember! Think about synonyms. Look at the whole sentence, what could the word mean? You could cross out words it can’t be. 
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Activity 3.
Today’s questions require your inference skills.
Remember you’re not looking for what is there- you’re looking for what is meant by it. Actions give clues about feelings.
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Activity 4
Today we are going to summarise.
Remember! Only pick out the key points.

Describe how George managed to enter the competition.
Give two ways.



Activity 5
Today we are going to order events as they happen in the story. Number them 1,2,3,4
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	Writing

	
	
	Lesson 1
LO:  To perform poetry with appropriate expression

This week we will be focussing on animal poems.   The poems present two different ways into writing. The animal recipe poem is more playful whereas the cat poem is based on close observation. 


Task 1
Read both poems aloud with expression and check any vocabulary you may not understand. Which lines create the strongest image in your mind? 
Task 2
Choose an animal to focus on. This could be your pet, an animal from a book or film or you could choose an animal you have studied like the pangolin. Look at the animal closely, what does it look like? How does it move? What noises does it make? Where does it live? 
Jot down a few ideas to use later in the week. 



The poetry live lesson would be useful to watch, especially if mums and dads are busy working!!

Lesson links
BBC live poetry lesson  https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/live-lessons/writing-and-performance-poetry-live-lesson/zrds92p

Understanding poetry  https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-understanding-poetry-with-joseph-coelho/zdhbqp3

Lesson 2
LO:   To choose specific words and phrases for effect
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/z9tkxfr

Remember the similes you wrote about the Iron Man?  Today we would like you have a go at the following tasks to get you in an imaginative mood. Note down your ideas to use in the poems you write later. 

Play the ‘simile race’ –  look at your choice of animal and list in one minute as many similes as they can think of that would describe the creature, e.g. the lion is as fast as a thought, as deadly as a scorpion, as golden as sunlight, etc.

 Think of five things that you can do with an elephant’s tusk, e.g. a giant could pick its teeth, you could use it to dig a hole, scratch a troll’s back, etc. 

Or five things that a tiger’s fur reminds you of, e.g. a forest fire, a zebra crossing, a sunset, a beach towel, etc.

Make a list of secrets that different animals might know, e.g. The cat’s secret is that mice taste of sugar! The owl’s secret is that the moon is a giant’s eyeball. The hippo’s secret is that she has lost the soap! The spider’s secret is that there is a palace in the plughole. 

 Choose an animal or insect – make a list of things that it might have seen, e.g. The bee saw – a road like a grey snake, a field of clover like a handkerchief, a lake like a silver button.

Lesson links- some poems to enjoy 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zp9b4wx

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zfw4d2p


Lesson 3
LO:  to recognise the features of kenning poems

Kennings are like riddles.
They describe something without ever saying what it is. 
Read these phrases out loud. What could they be describing?
	lip-licking
sauce-swirling
chin-dripping
tongue-freezing
cone-filling
flake-holding


	face-licker
tail-wagger
ball- catcher
sofa-hogger
door-scratcher
cat-chaser
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Task.write a kenning about an animal of your choice using some of the ideas you collected on Monday and Tuesday

Lesson links- some poems to enjoy 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z6cvr82

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zkpmhyc

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4mmn39/resources/1


Lesson 4
LO:    To recognise the features of haiku poems. 
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Try and write some Haiku about animals, nature or whatever inspires you.
Some examples of animal haiku are:
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Lesson links- some poems to enjoy 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zkpmhyc

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z9h2tfr

Lesson 5
LO:  To perform poetry with appropriate expression
Freestyle Friday
We know lots of you love Garage Band. Jack made a great track using garage band last week which got us thinking. Can any of you add a rap, poetry or lyrics to music you create on an app like garage band or an instrument you play?
Maybe you could record yourself beatboxing before adding some lyrics.

Check out this video of how to beatbox before having a go.

Start Beatboxing | SK SHLOMO | How To Beatbox | Kids' Poems and Stories With Michael Rosen - YouTube


Spellings- Maths vocabulary
https://spellingframe.co.uk/
Check out the topic words section of the website- go to the maths section and work through the sections one by one

Whenever you have time during lockdown, work through the spelling rules on the spelling frame website. With the school we have missed due to lockdown, start looking through the year 2 list first. The loom video will help you if you’ve forgotten how the website works.

Try this game to help learn your spellings. Take the words from one of the spelling rules you are working on and try to find the word that earns the most points.
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Where did George live?

How did George feel towards his owner? Cirele one.

( angry ) (_ patient ) ( grateful ) ( unhappy )
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He was quite a rare type of tortoise...

Draw the line to show the phrase that is closest in meaning to quite a rare type of tortoise.

quite an unusual type of tortoise

g

quite a good type of tortoise




image5.png
Look at the paragraph beginning As summer approached.

Find and copy a word from this paragraph that means yearly,
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Look at the paragraph beginning When the day of the fair arrived...

Find and copy one phrase in this paragraph that suggests something special or unusual
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Look at the paragraph beginning ‘Just furry creatures?"

Find and copy one phrase which shows that George was not supposed to be out in
the garden alone.
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Everyone burst into a round of applause. (Paragraph 9).

xplain why everyone started clapping

Give two reasons

!
2.
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Find and copy a phrase that tells us that Oliver was keen to see his pet at the end of
this story.
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Animal_poems.pdf


1. Recipe to make a wolf 
 
Take  
the rushing of a storm cloud, 
the growl of a dog in a corner 
and the song of a whale adrift 
for her voice. 


 


 


Take 
the shrug of drifting mist, 
a bonfire’s smoke swirling 
and an old man’s beard 
for her coat. 
 
Take, 
the strength of an elephant’s tusk, 
the jagged tip of a rat’s bite 
and a slice of slate 
for her teeth. 
 
 







 


 


Take, 
the speed of a squirrel’s dash, 
the softness of a dove’s feathers 
and the fire’s fine ash 
for her eyes. 
 
Take, 
the stab from a heron’s beak, 
the flick of a dolphin’s tail 
and the strength of cement 
for her claws.  
 
 







1. My cat 
 
My cat curls 
on the arm chair, 
pillowing the curve  
of crescent moon. 


 


 


Her paws are pincushions, 
needle-claws tucked out of sight. 
Eyes, shell-tight. 
She snuffles, 
making cat dream noises. 
 
Her fur ripples 
like wind breathing on water,  
like wheat seething, 
a black and white photo  
of the moon. 
 
 







At night, she pads 
along the garden wall. 
Pauses, poised before leaping. 
Eyes like green glass 
glittering in car lights. 


 


 


She stalks back indoors, 
tucks her head under paws 
of darkness –  
even though she drifts 
into sleep – creeps 
through dreams, 
her ears are alert, 
picking up 
the slightest  
sound around her. 
 
Mini-tiger. 
Cool as a cat. 
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Kennings Teaching Powerpoint.pdf


An informative PowerPoint about identifying the features of kenning poems 







•


•


•


•







What is a kenning? 







What is a kenning? 







What is a kenning? 







What is a kenning? 







Did you know? 







We even use them in everyday language! 







Let’s have a go! 


mice drinks milk 


purr 


fur 
scratch 


hunter hates 
dogs 


cat 







Let’s have a go! 


mice drinks milk 


purr 


fur 


scratch 


hunter hates 
dogs 







Let’s have a go! 


MEOW! 







Let’s have a go! 


football mums or dads 


teachers 


pizza 







Plenary 


•


•


•


•







The End 
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S
What did you notice about the phrases in each poem?

Each line of the poem is made of
a two-word phrase.

The words are joined by a hyphen.

tailwagger lip-licking

face-licker chin-dripping

Here the phrases are made up of Here the phrases are
anoun + a noun (by adding —er made up of a noun +a

to the second noun). verb (the verb usually
ends in -ing).
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What did you notice about the poems?

Three lines in each poem.

5 syllables in first line
7 syllables in middle line
5 syllables in final line

Final line is a comment or natural
observation on the theme. theme
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Haiku Teaching Powerpoint.pdf


https://www.twinkl.co.uk/





  


  


Success Criteria 


Aim 
• To recognise the features of haiku poems. 


• I know that a haiku contains only 3 lines; 
 


• I can count the syllables in each line to check the pattern 
matches the format 5-7-5; 
 


• I understand that haiku poems are often about nature or the 
seasons and how we feel about them. 







  


My two plum trees are 
So gracious. See, they flower. 


One now, one later. 


What is a Haiku? 
Haiku poems are a traditional Japanese art form. Here’s one... 







  


Winter is coming. 
Snow will be arriving soon. 
We should rake the leaves. 


What is a Haiku? 
Here’s another… 







  


Think about: 
• the poem’s theme; 
• how many lines are in each poem; 
• how many syllables in each line. 


What is a Haiku? 
What did you notice about the poems? 


My two plum trees are 
So gracious. See, they flower. 


One now, one later. 


Winter is coming. 
Snow will be arriving soon. 
We should rake the leaves. 


Three lines in each poem. 


5 syllables in first line 
7 syllables in middle line 
5 syllables in final line 


Final line is a comment or 
observation on the theme. 


natural  
theme 







  Summer 


Let’s have a go! 
How can we write a haiku? 
 
First, we need to choose a theme. It doesn’t have to be about seasons or 
nature, but let’s be traditional. 


hot sunshine flowers holiday 


beach ice-cream games sea 


swimming fun warm sand 







  Summer 


Let’s have a go! 
How can we write a haiku? 
 
Next, we choose two or three ideas which will flow together. 


hot sunshine flowers holiday 


beach ice-cream games sea 


swimming fun warm sand 







  


Summer 
 
Holidays are coming  
We can go to the beach  
Hot sand is next to and the cool sea 


Now we have our ideas, let’s try to fit them into the 5-7-5 syllable format. 
 


You might have to alter words or phrases slightly fit the pattern. 


here 
sea side 


and 







  


Summer 
 
Holidays are here. 
We can go to the sea side. 
Hot sand and the cool sea. 


Now we have our ideas, let’s try to fit them into the 5-7-5 syllable format. 
 


You might have to alter words or phrases slightly fit the pattern. 







  


Let’s have a go! 
You could write a haiku about the seasons, or about an animal or plant.  
 
The choice is yours! 







  


What have we learned about Haiku? 
• Each poem has only 3 lines. 
 
• The syllable pattern of the poem should be 5-7-5. 
 
• Haiku are often written about seasons and nature. 
 
• So now you know – a haiku is a poem, not something a pigeon says on 


the top of Nelson’s Column! 







  


  


Success Criteria 


Aim 
• To recognise the features of haiku poems. 


• I know that a haiku contains only 3 lines; 
 


• I can count the syllables in each line to check the pattern 
matches the format 5-7-5; 
 


• I understand that haiku poems are often about nature or the 
seasons and how we feel about them. 







https://www.twinkl.co.uk/
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BADGER

Bristled old grizzler,
Monochrome country rambler,

Under earth dweller.
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Cat Hakw

Forever waitns
The tarty food bowi fouse e
el Wheres my daner?
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STICk ImsEC

Foreign invader,
Always hiding in plain sight,
Bug hunfer’s delight.

Resas
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a hawk

Cute fluffy creature,
[Eating eucalyptus leaves,
Sleeps in great big trees.

Lives in the mountains,
Flying high in the blue sky,
Sharp falons, hooked beak

a koala
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Aim of the game

Fin the word that arns you the mast pins!

How o play

1. In the game scrabble,diffrent ettrs award earn
a dfferent mumberof ot

2. Choose a word rom your spellng st and odd up
the points rom the derent lters

3. What i the ttal poics for that word?

Example

f hoping is a speling word
hoping=h+1+341sts2

= 12 poits
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1. Who was Oliver? Circle one.

lnsiﬂnﬂﬂrﬂl) ( a giant ) | acat ) ( an owner

2. Which one of these did George like to eat? Tick one.

tulips O biscuits D

grass and hay [:] sandwiches D

3. Who was Jack? Circle one.

( ﬂutomoi:e) (Olivcr'kfﬁ:mli ( Grandpa ) (nuighlmur )
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Find and copy the information from the text to complete the fact file below about George.

Name George

Type of Tortoise

Owner

Favourite Foods
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