Burns Night \

Different festivals are celebroted in different countriss around the world. Howsear,
there iz one festival that is particularly importont in Sootlond and thot is the
celebrotion of Burns Night. Thizs annual celebration takes place on or around the
25" Jonuary and involres musio, lots of whisky and some rother unusuaol foods!

On Burns Might, people in Scotland remembaer the life and works of

..\: : .,_1 Burns.
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Who was Robert Burns?
Robert Burns, who ic often referred to as Rabbis Burns,
was o fomous post who wrote lorge numbers of songs
and poems obout culturcl ond political issuwes

i that were important to him. He wos bom in
Allowny, Scotland on 25% Jonuary 1759 to
hard-working former porents. The difficultiss
that hiz fomily foced oo formers encowraged
Burns ill-feelings agoinst outhority which
he wrote about in hiz postry in loter life
Much of Burns' work celebroted and proised
his country and its pecpls, especiolly the poor
whom he admired.

Burne died on the 21% July 1796, aged just
37. Tha funeral took plocse four days later, on
which hizs wife Jean gove birth to their son, Maxwell
Jean and Robert hod nine ochildren in total howsver sodly, only
three of them lived into odulthood. The first Bumns supper wos held
on the anniversary of Burns death but was later changed to 25 Jonuary,
. hiz birthdoy. )
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Did You Know...?

Fobert Burne iz alsc known as
'Scotlond’s Fawourite Son' and
‘The Bard'. The word bard’ means
‘wtory-teller' or “poat’.

Burmns Supper
A Burns supper (the meal saten on Burns
Might) can be asmall gothering of friends or

o large crganized event. Mo motter the cize,
o few key elements will occur. At more formal gatherings, guests may be 'piped’ in
by somaeons playing the bagpipes and will be welcomaed by the Chair or host of the
avent. Once seated, the Selkirk Groce is said; a poem written by Burns to be recited

bafore eating.

At this point, guests will stand as the hoggis is presented on a silver platter and
laid at the main table. Guects take to their seats and an honowred readar delivers

another of Burns’ poems called ‘Address to o Haggis', which they say to the haggis
itealf. During the presentotion, the reader plunges o knife into the cuter-cosing
of the hoggis (traditionally a sheep's stomaoch) and reveals the insides oo they

pour ouwt.

The insides are & mixture of meots mixed with ootmeal ond cpicas. Guests now
stand and toast the hoggis, usually with a glasc of whisky, bafore enjoying a meal
of haggis, neeps (turnips or sweda) and tatties. Daessert may differ slightly from
avent to avent but will most likely be a dich called Cronachen [whipped cream:,
rospbarries and oot cakes) followed by sven more whichy.

Once the meal has finiched, the entertoinment commaences. Guests maouy be
treated to Scottish dancing, poetry performancss and recitals from musicians and
bonds. The svening will usually end with one of Burns' most fomous songs,
Auld Long Syne’. This is traditionally
sung around the world on New Yaor's
Eva to say goodbye to the old yeor
and to welcoma in the now one. Thore
are other troditions that may or may
not be followed ot a Burns supper
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Saltires (the Scottish flag) may be
dizplayed, the diagonals of which
represent the patron zaint of Scotland,
Saint Andrew.

Men may wear kilts and ladies often
wear shawls or dresses, all of which
will be made of their family tartan.
Tartan is a heavy woollen cloth that ic
weaved to make a distinctive pattern of
colours. The oclours and patterns are
ascociated with different areas, families
or clans within Scotland. Whatever
traditions are followed, the evening
will always bo one of merriment, musioc
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