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Reading  Non-fiction text, ‘Get to Know: Garden Birds’ (RSPB magazine) and fiction text, ‘Daedalus and Icarus’. 
Spelling 
Read Write 
Inc. Spelling: 
Unit 8: Silent 
letters & 
Orange 
words. 
 

Grammar 
Key Skills  
 
Revise word 
classes: 
nouns, 
adjectives, 
verbs and 
adverbs. 
 

Revise main 
and 
subordinate 
clauses. 
 
 
 

Activity 1 
Read the ‘Get to Know: Garden Birds’ magazine article. 
Vocabulary: access (be able to have something or enter a place); ornithologist (person who studies or is an expert on birds); windswept (a place exposed to 
strong winds); to bind (tie or fasten something tightly together); resident (person or animal who lives permanently somewhere); exposing (make something 
visible by uncovering it); common (found often); vulnerable (open to being attacked or harmed); predator (an animal that naturally preys on others). 

Questions about the text 
Can you find the name of the organisation that produced this article?  
Look at the section headed, ‘How do birds keep warm in winter?’ Why is winter a challenging time for all animals? Give two reasons? 
 

Activity 2 
Re-read the ‘Get to Know: Garden Birds’ magazine article. 
Questions about the text 
How do birds keep warm in winter? 
Find and copy a word on page 29 that means ‘eating’. How do small birds make sure they have enough fat stores to get through cold nights? 
 

Activity 3 
Re-read the ‘Get to Know: Garden Birds’ magazine article. 
Questions about the text 
Look at page 30. In your own words, summarise why Monty Don thinks that birdwatching is rewarding. 
Why do robins often follow humans around? Give two reasons. How were most common birds named? 
 

Activity 4 
Read the myth, ‘Daedalus and Icarus’. 
Vocabulary: ferocious (savagely fierce or cruel); construct (build or put together); enlist (ask a person for help); entice (attract or tempt); ponder (think about 
something carefully). 

Questions about the text 
How did King Minos ‘reward’ Daedalus for building the labyrinth? 
Why did Daedalus tell Icarus not to fly too high? Why did Icarus not want to listen to his father? 
 

Activity 5 
Re-read the myth, ‘Daedalus and Icarus’. 
Questions about the text 
True or false? Daedalus was an inventor (T/F). King Minos wanted to kill the minotaur (T/F). Icarus decided to make some wings (T/F). The wings 
were made from chicken feathers (T/F). Summarise how Daedalus felt at the end of the story. What might he be thinking? 



 

 Writing Research non-chronological reports and gather ideas to write a report on an animal of your choice. 
 Activity 1 

Key Skills Revise word classes: nouns and verbs. 
Use the given nouns (snake, lion, wind and motorbike) to think of as many related verbs as you can in one minute. 
E.g. car – cruised, sped, dashed, skidded, etc. 
 
LO: Identify the features of a non-chronological report. 
What is a non-chronological report? Look at the skeletons: how a non-chronological report is structured and where we can find this 
type of report (see Loom video). Read about the language and structural features of a non-chronological report (again, see the Loom 
video). Look at the example aimed at younger children. Start to identify the different features. 
Activity: highlight and annotate the longer text, ‘Pandas’. Can you spot any of the language and structural features? How do we 
know that this is a non-chronological report? Use the checklist to help. 
 
Activity 2 
Key Skills  Revise word classes: adjectives, adverbs and verbs. 
Create an A-Z of adjectives, adverbs or verbs to describe an eagle or a lizard. E.g. A – astounding (adjective) B – boldly (adverb) C – 
flowing (verb) 
D – drab (adjective) etc. 
 
LO: Identify the features of a non-chronological report and start to gather ideas. 
Recap the features of this type of writing. Read the report text, ‘Porcupines’, and quickly pick out the features. 
Activity: start researching an animal that you would like to write about. 
Choose your animal and start to make notes on these areas: 

• appearance; 
• diet; 
• habitat (where your animal lives); 
• behaviour. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Activity 3 
Key Skills  Revise word classes: adjectives and adverbs. 
The sentences are muddled: the adjectives (and some adverbs) have been swapped around. Firstly, find all of the adjectives or 
adverbs. Then swap them around so that they make sense. There may be different ways to re-organise the words so that they still 
make sense. 
 

LO: Plan a non-chronological report. 
Activity: Use the planning template and the following headings to create a plan for your report: overview, diet, habitat, 
appearance and behaviour.  
 
Activity 4 
Key Skills  Revise word classes: adjectives     
Complete the sentences. Fill in the gaps with the best adjective you can think of. 
 

LO: Write the overview paragraph of a report, making my writing clear for the reader. 
Look at the modelled version of an overview paragraph for the quokka. Can you see how the overview paragraph introduces the 
subject to the reader and gives a brief overview of what will come next in more detail? Look back at examples of reports from earlier 
in the week to help you. 
Activity: write the overview paragraph and one other.  
 

Activity 5 
Key Skills Revise main and subordinate clauses. 
Can you remember how to tell a main clause from a subordinate clause?  
Copy the sentences and underline the main clause in each sentence. Now change the clauses around. What effect does this have on 
the sentences? 
 

LO: Write a non-chronological report using the correct layout and language features. 
Look again at the checklist of the layout and language features and think about what needs to go in your report. 
Activity: complete your report on your animal. 
 

Read through your work from this week. Do your sentences make sense? Have you used the correct features of a report? Can you 
make any improvements? 



 

 


