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Reading 
Spelling 
Read Write Inc. 
Spelling: Unit 7: 
The -sh sound 
spelt si or ssi. 
 

Grammar Key 
Skills  
Revise fronted 
adverbials for 
location or 
place. 
 

Revise 
expanded noun 
phrases. 
 
Revise 
paragraphing. 
 
Revise semi-
colons to mark 
independent 
clauses. 
 
 

The Nowhere Emporium by Ross Mackenzie 
 

Activity 1 
Read the Prologue from The Nowhere Emporium by Ross Mackenzie. 
Vocabulary: The Nowhere Emporium; the place was abuzz with rumour and hearsay; they jostled for position; so fine and intricate 
that some wondrous spider might have spun it; everyone who had gathered outside The Nowhere Emporium was entranced.   
 

Who? What? Where? When? How? Create a spidergram to answer the 5 Ws and jot down anything strange about The Emporium.  
 

In which month did the shop arrive? What colour was the shop? What was the name of the shop? What came out of the shop when 
it opened?  
 

Activity 2 
Re-read Prologue from The Nowhere Emporium. 
What do you have to bring to the shop? How long did the shop stay there? 
Why do you think the author does not tell you what is inside The Nowhere Emporium? What is the effect of this on the reader? 
 

Activity 3 
Read chapter 1 of The Nowhere Emporium. 
Vocabulary: carved stone angels and gargoyles; the air was infused; porcelain dolls; particles of dust; tinted sepia.  
Find and copy a word on page 14 which means the same as ‘shake’. 
‘Bring your imagination’ What do you think this means? At what sort of place might you be required to bring your imagination? 
 

Activity 4 
Re-read chapter 1 of The Nowhere Emporium 
Find and copy a sentence on page 17 which shows the magpies were staring at Daniel. 
Why do you think the man smiles at the end of the chapter? 
 

Activity 5 
Using what you have read so far, write a diary entry as Daniel, expressing your thoughts and feelings about what you have seen in 
the emporium. Use evidence from the text to help you. 



 

 Writing 
 Watch and analyse the short film Alma and use it to inspire narrative writing. 

 

Activity 1 
Key Skills Revise fronted adverbials for location or place. 
Look at the table of fronted adverbials, focusing on ones for location. How many adverbials for location can you create as you watch the film?  
 

LO: Summarise the main ideas in a text. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=irbFBgI0jhM 
Listen to the soundtrack before watching the film. What do you think this type of story might be? Watch the film and answer these questions: 
Where is the girl? What time of year is it? Why might the shop window be significant? What is written on the chalk wall? Can you predict what 
might happen next?  
 

Look at these four words – curiosity, rebellion, temptation and consequence. Look them up online. 
How do these words relate to Alma?  
 

Activity:  Write a short paragraph to review the film, using at least three of the four words discussed. 
 

Activity 2 
Key Skills Revise expanded noun phrases.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/znpbgwx 
An expanded noun phrase adds more detail to the noun by adding one or more adjectives. An adjective is a word that describes a noun. 
For example: a huge tree, some colourful sweets, the large, royal castle 
An expanded noun phrase can also add detail by saying where a noun is. 
For example: a tree next to the house, some sweets on the floor, the castle by the ocean. 
 

LO: Create descriptive phrases. 
Watch the clip of Alma. What noises might the following make?  
1) The chalk against the wall as she writes her name. 
2) The snowball she throws hitting the door. 
3) The door opening. 
4) The wheels revolving on the bicycle doll. 
5) The doll’s glass eyes moving at the end. 
6) The table ascending with the new doll in the window. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=irbFBgI0jhM
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/znpbgwx


 

 

Activity: Write a phrase to describe each sound. 
 

Activity 3 
LO: Use expanded noun phrases in a setting description. 
Watch the film again. Think about the word cold. Can you think of an alternative word (synonym) which is more specific. E.g. wintry, bitter or 
frosty. Use an online dictionary or thesaurus. the improved words have a greater descriptive impact. 
 
How would you describe the shape of the shop window? Jot down your ideas.  
Look at the modelled writing. Can you see how the information is told from the girl’s point of view, although it is still in the 3rd person? Why do 
you think the word ‘screaming’ has been used? What about the word ‘watching’? How does the film maker create a sinister atmosphere without 
giving too much away?  
 

Activity: Write your own description of the mysterious shop. Ensure that you include lots of expanded noun phrases. 
 

Activity 4 
Key Skills  Revise the use of paragraphing. 
Can you remember when to start a new paragraph? Use the paragraphing poster to remind you. 
 

LO: Write the problem stage of a narrative, focussing on showing a character’s emotions. 
Play the film once again. How might each event in the story have an impact upon Alma’s emotions? What could she be thinking/feeling at certain 
points? Try to ‘Show not tell’ in your answers: if Alma is frightened, how would her facial expression/ body language/inner physical reactions 
mirror this (e.g. heart beating, dry mouth, stomach churning etc.)? 
 

Use the emotions chart to help you focus on Alma’s emotions.  
Activity: Write the next stage of the narrative, with a focus on showing not telling, describing how Alma is feeling.  
Remember to paragraph work and continue to use a range of different sentence types. 
 

Activity 5 
Key Skills  Revise the use of semi-colons to mark independent clauses. 
Look at the poster. Can you create our own sentences with semi-colons (linked to our Alma work)? 
Play the film clip from 1:02-1:09. Focus entirely upon Alma’s expressions. Note how they change, ever so slightly, to reveal how she is feeling.  
 

Can you include your own short sentences in your writing today? 
 

Activity: Write using a variety of sentence lengths and descriptions of expressions, to describe Alma’s quest to reach the doll on the shelf. 


