Dr Xargle’s Book of Earthlets by Jeanne Willis and Tony Ross

Good morning, class.  Today we are going to learn about Earthlets.

They come in four colours: pink, brown, black or yellow . . . but not green. They have one head and only two eyes, two short tentacles with pheelers on the end and two long tentacles called leggies. They have square claws which they use to frighten off wild beasts known as Tibbles and Marmaduke.

Earthlets grow fur on their heads but not enough to keep them warm. They must be wrapped up in the hairdo of a sheep. Very old Earthlings (or “Grannies”) unravel the sheep and with two pointed sticks they make Earthlet wrappers in blue and white and pink.

Earthlets have no fangs at birth. For many days they drink only milk through a hole in their face. When they have finished the milk they must be patted and squeezed to stop them exploding. When they grow a fang, the parent Earthling takes the egg of a hen and mangles it with a prong. Then she puts the eggmangle on a small spade and tips it into the Earthlet’s mouth, nose and ears.

To stop them leaking, Earthlets must be pulled up by the back tentacles and folded in half. Then they must be wrapped quickly in a fluffy triangle or sealed with paper and glue.

During the day, Earthlets collect the hairs of Tibbles and Marmadukes, mud, eggmangle and banana. They are then placed in plastic capsules with warm water and a yellow floating bird. After soaking, Earthlets must be dried carefully to stop them shrinking. Then they are sprinkled with dust to stop them sticking to things.

Earthlets can be recognised by their fierce cry, “WAAAAAAA!”  To stop them doing this, the Earthling daddy picks them up and flings them into the atmosphere. Then he tries to catch them. If they still cry, the Earthling mummy pulls their pheelers one by one and says, “This little piggy went to market”, until the Earthlet makes a “hee hee” noise. If they still cry, they are sent to a place called beddybyes.  This is a swinging box with a soft lining in which there lives a small bear called Teddy.

That is the end of today’s lesson.

Doctor Xargle’s Book Of Earth Tiggers by Jeanne Willis and Tony Ross

Good morning, class.

Today we are going to learn about Earth Tiggers. 

Earth Tiggers are made of furry material. This does up underneath with pink buttons. They are available in patterned or plain. Press them in the middle to find the squeaker. Earth Tiggers grow sharp thorns. These they use to carve objects made of wood.  Or to climb steep Earthlings.

Earth Tiggers like gardening. They dig a hole and plant a stinkpod. This never grows.  During the rainy season, stinkpods may be planted in any container found in the earthdwelling.
Earth Tiggers like breakfast at 5am. Precisely. They massage the pyjamas of the sleeping Earthling. Then they sit on his nostrils. Earth Tiggers eat meatblob. This they collect on their many antennae to save for later. A healthy Earth Tigger also needs cowjuice, tandoori cluck bird, muckworm and old green gibble in dustbin gravy.

Earth Tiggers can hear a parcel of pigrolls being opened five earth miles away.

They cannot hear an Earthling shouting, “Tiddles!” in the next garden.

Earth Tiggers hate the Earth Hound. They fold in half and puff air into their waggler. Then they go into orbit with a hiss and a crackle.

In a glass capsule full of stones and vegetables lives the sparkly, golden fishstick. This the Earth Tigger likes. He puts his mitten into the water and mixes the fishstick all about.

Earth Tiggers like to sing loudly in the moonlight with their friends. The Earthling hurls items of footwear all around.

Earth Tiggers sometimes put a hairy pudding on the stairs. The Earthling is made to step on this with no socks on.

Sometimes the Earth Tigger gets torn and must be taken to the menders. First, he must be caught and wrapped in a cardboard and string. The Earthling sticks himself back together with pink paper.

When Earth Tiggers are born, the Earthling gives them a bed made from knitted twigs and a bag of birdfluff. This the Tiggerlets hate.

They go to sleep in the headdress of the Earthling.

Dr Xargle’s Book of Earth Hounds by Jeanne Willis and Tony Ross

Good morning, class.  Today we are going to learn about Earth Hounds.

Earth Hounds have fangs at the front and a waggler at the back.  To find out which is which, hold a sausage at both ends.

Earth Hounds have buttons for eyes, a sniffer with two holes in and a long, pink flannel.  With the pink flannel they lick their undercarriages, frogs which are deceased and the icicles of Earthlets who are not looking.

Earth Hounds can stand on four legs, three legs and two legs.  They can jump as high as roast beef.

For dinner they consume jellymeat, skeleton biscuits, a fairy cake, a portion of best carpet and a sock that is four days old. 

After this feast they must be taken to a place called walkies, which has many lamp-posts.  The Earth Hound is attached to a string so that he can be pulled along in the sitting position.

In the park, the Earthling gathers a stick from a tree and hurls it all around.  The Earth Hound is made to fetch it.  Then the Earthling takes a bouncing sphere and flings it in the pond.  This time the Earthling has to fetch it.   On the way home, the Earth Hound rolls in the pat of a moohorn.  He arrives back at the Earth Dwelling with stinkfur and hides under the duvet of the Earthling.

Here are some phrases I want you to learn:

“Where is Rover?”

“Is something wrong with the drains?”

“Either he goes or I do!”

Earth Hounds hate the bath of bubbles.  They tuck their wagglers between their legs and make a Woooo-Woooooo noise.  Once clean, they dry themselves on heaps of compost.

A baby Earth Hound, or Houndlet, can often be found asleep in the nocturnal footwear of an Earthling. On the floor the Earthling places many newspapers for the Houndlet to read.

