
 

 

Who was Robert Burns and why was he well-known? 

Robert Burns was a Scottish poet (25th January 

1759 to 21st July 1796) and lyricist and is known as 

the national poet of Scotland. His work is very well 

known and celebrated worldwide. He wrote in both 

the Scots language and English. He also wrote folk 

songs which are still enjoyed by many people today. 

What is Burns night and why do we celebrate? 

The Scottish are very proud of Robert Burns’ 

achievements and regard him as a national treasure. 

The Scottish people, and many others, celebrate 

Robert’s life every year on his birthday, 25th 

January by having a Burns’ Supper on Burns’ Night. 

The first suppers were arranged by Robert’s 

friends in the 18th century. 

What happens on Burns night? 

At a Burns Supper, a traditional meal is served and there 

are speeches and poetry recitals. The highlight of the 

meal is the arrival of the haggis. This Scottish dish is 

brought to the table with great ceremony to the words of 

Burns’ poem Address to a Haggis.  

Have a look at the attached Burns supper menu and 

photos. 

Can you write an invitation to your friend asking them to 

come for a Burns night supper? Make sure you include the 

menu so they know what they will be eating! 

 

Music – Auld Lang Syne 

Robert’s most famous poem, ‘Auld Lang Syne’, is 

sung all over the world on Hogmanay. The lyrics of 

‘Auld Lang Syne’ are in the Scots language. The 

title, translated literally into standard English, is 

Old Long Since. Auld Lang Syne is in the Guinness 

Book of World Records. It is one of the three most 

popular songs sang in the English language. 

Use the attached poster to read through the words. 

Then listen to the song and join in with the words. 

Listen to it here on YouTube. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5mCWIsmSFN8  

 

Geography – Places in Scotland 

In 1788 Robert Burns married Jean Armour. 

That year, he also travelled around Scotland 

collecting local songs and writing about his travels. 

Here are 6 places he visited: Edinburgh, Glasgow, 

Perth, Dundee, Aberdeen and Inverness. 

1. Can you locate these on the attached map? 

Then add them to the blank outline map of 

Scotland. 

2. Select one of these places and research it 

at home, using the internet, to answer the 

following questions: 

a) What is there to do when visiting? 

b) Are there any special buildings? If so what 

are they and why are they special? 

 

Burns Night Project 

 

 

History and Geography - The Loch Ness Monster 

Loch Ness is a huge, deep, freshwater loch in the 

Highlands. There is more water in Loch Ness than 

all the other lakes in England, Scotland and Wales 

put together. 

Loch Ness is famous for the alleged sightings of 

‘The Loch Ness Monster’ (‘Nessie’ for short), a large 

creature which some people believe lives in the 

Loch. 

The first recorded sighting of the monster was in 

AD565 by St Columba. Over the years, rumours 

have spread around the world about strange events 

and sightings at Loch Ness. Photographs have been 

studied, eyewitness accounts examined and boats 

have scanned the deep waters looking for evidence 

but, to this day, there is no definite proof that the 

monster is real. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5mCWIsmSFN8


 

 

Art – Tartan 

Tartan is a pattern, made by horizontal and vertical 

coloured lines crossing over each other. The stripes 

that cross over each other are called setts. These 

setts are repeated over and over to create the 

pattern. Traditionally, tartan patterns are used on 

woolen clothing. You may have seen men wearing 

tartan 

kilts at special occasions. Before modern dyeing 

methods were available, the wool was dyed with 

natural materials such as plants and berries to 

create a variety of colours. The patterns and 

colours used in a tartan can be used to represent a 

family or clan. 

Can you design your own tartan?  

You could use felt tips, paint, oil pastels or collage 

it. Use a ruler to create your own line pattern or 

use one of the attached sheets. 

Music – Bagpipes 

Bag pipes are a traditional Scottish instrument. They are 

a wind instrument made up of a bag and pipes. You blow 

into the blowpipe and use your fingers to open and cover 

the holes on the chanter which produces the tune. 

Listen to some bagpipes music and answer the following 

questions: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBYVmnMFMtA  

Do you like the music? Why or why not? 

How does the music make you feel? 

 

 

History and Geography - The Loch Ness Monster 

1. Watch these videos of Barnaby Bear to find 

out more. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zsycd2p 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z46fgk7 

 

2. Read the clues on the sheet and draw what 

you think the Loch Ness Monster may look 

like. 

 

3. Read the information and answer the 

comprehension questions about the Loch 

Ness Monster. 

 

4. Design a Loch Ness postcard for a shop near 

the Loch to sell. Look at the attached sheet 

for some old and new postcards. 

PE – Highland games 

Highland Games began a long time ago. A story is told that in the 11th century, King Malcolm III held a race to 

the top of a mountain near Braemar, in the hope of finding the fastest runner, who would then become his 

personal messenger. Events like this were a way of choosing the best and fittest, or strongest and bravest 

warriors to guard the Clan Chieftain. The Chief did not just want strong fighters; his household would also 

include musicians and dancers for entertainment. Today, Highland Games are celebrated all over Scotland and all 

over the world. The Highland Games season runs from the end of May until the middle of September.  

Visit the following website to find out about and watch videos of different events which take place at the 

highland games.   

https://www.scotland.org/events/highland-games/highland-games-traditions  

 

Can you create your own highland games events and have a family tournament? 

For example, you might see who can throw the cushion the furthest, who can throw their welly the furthest in 

the garden, who can jump the furthest (use a measuring tape to measure each distance) or a tug of war? 

Have a look at the attached ‘Homemade Highland Games’ sheet for ideas too! 

D.T. – Making shortbread 

Shortbread is a traditional Scottish cookie, made 

originally from only sugar, butter and flour.  

Follow the attached recipe to make your own 

shortbread. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBYVmnMFMtA
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zsycd2p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z46fgk7
https://www.scotland.org/events/highland-games/highland-games-traditions

