
 

LO: To understand how democracy works and how citizens, then and now, can act to 

influence decisions.  

 

 After the Ancient Greeks won their battle against the Persians, the Parthenon 

was burned to the ground and remained a ruin for nearly 50 years, until Pericles 

came along. 

 After the ending of the Persian wars, the Athenians had more money than they 

could spend. Lots of suggestions for spending it were made. Pericles, who was 

the darling of the people wanted to build a temple to the goddess Athena to 

thank her for their victory. All such buildings cost money. 

 

 Watch the Parthenon video clip – Khan Academy 

 

 

 To decide whether to go with Pericles idea for a major temple. Athenian citizens 

are to meet on the hill called the Pnyx (pronounced p-nicks). This would 

accommodate as many as 6,000 people. The debate on the issue will be finalised 

by a vote and a decision will have been made – a democratic tradition. Remember 

that women could not vote, nor could slaves. 

Task: Look at the FOR and AGAINST Parthenon lists below to help you design a 

poster. The poster will be used to persuade the Athenian people to vote for or 

against the building.  

Background Information  

Pericles and the Parthenon Pericles (circa 495-429 BC) was an Athenian statesman 

who was so influential that the period he was in power is known as the Age of 

Pericles. His father was the army commander who had defeated the Persians in 

479BC. Throughout his life Pericles was well known for his eloquence, wisdom and 

love of his country. He wanted all citizens to take an active part in government and 

introduced payment for service to the state and members of the council were 

chosen from the entire body of Athenians.  

The earliest settlement of Athens was on the site of the Acropolis. Its high rocky 

position gave good views over the land and the sea and it was easily defended. A 

fortress was built on the site and Athenians used it to hide from their enemies. 

However, during the Persian Wars the Acropolis was destroyed before the invading 

Persians were driven out of Greece.  

Pericles wanted to rebuild the Acropolis and erect, as a centre-piece, a temple 

dedicated to the Goddess Athene. She was Athens’ patron goddess, and the Greeks 



believed she had helped them beat the Persians. The temple, The Parthenon, was to 

house a huge gold and ivory statue of Athene sculpted by Pheidias. Now that the 

threat of an invasion seemed to have gone forever, Pericles proposed using the 

money collected to fund the war to rebuild the city.  

Pericles’ enemies were rich men who did not approve of democracy which they saw 

as rule by the poor. They wanted the cachet of erecting expensive public buildings 

themselves as that would make them famous and win them political support. They 

hid their true motives behind the excuse that building the Parthenon would be a 

huge waste of money and would mean using money given to fund the war against the 

Persians. In the Assembly they claimed that Athens was losing its good name by 

transferring the Greeks common funds from Delos and using them as Athens’ own. 

Despite the opposition, the proposal was carried, possibly due to Pericles own 

eloquence and powers of persuasion and the building of the Parthenon began in 

477BC.  

Pericles ruled Athens for 15 years and continued to develop its supremacy possibly 

at the expense of the other city states. Under his leadership, Athens became a 

great centre for literature and art and the most magnificent city of the ancient 

world. The building works provided employment for Athens’ poorer citizens. Athens’ 

supremacy aroused jealousy in the other city states, particularly Sparta which had 

long been Athens’ bitterest rival.  

Following the devastation of the countryside around Athens by the Peloponnesian 

army and a plague in Athens, Pericles was removed from office and fined for using 

public funds unwisely. Although he was later reinstated, he died shortly afterwards. 

 

FOR  

 Athene will be pleased. It is important that we please our gods and 

goddesses.  

 

 Building the temple will provide lots of jobs, for perhaps 20 years.  

 

 We no longer need to worry about paying to defend ourselves against the 

Persians so we can spend the money on other things.  

 

 It is awful looking at the old ruin on the Acropolis! It will make Athens look 

magnificent again, the sort of image we want of ourselves as a victorious 

country.  

 

 

 

AGAINST 



 The money should be spent on other things that the city needs more. 

 

  It is not right to use money on a building when there are people unemployed. 

Using the money to decorate the city is like a woman covering herself with 

precious jewels while her children go hungry. 

 

 We should keep the money safely in the treasury, just in case we might be 

invaded again - you never know. Can we be sure that Persia would not make a 

revenge attack after her humiliating defeats at Marathon? 

 

 We need to talk to our friends in other parts of Greece first, to get their 

views.  


