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Text:  Secrets of a Sun King by Emma Carroll 
Learning Objectives (taken from Key Learning in Reading, Year 4) : 

 Identify, discuss and collect effective words and phrases which capture the reader’s interest and imagination 

 Explain the meaning of key vocabulary within the context of the text. 

 Justify responses to the text using the PE prompt (Point + Evidence). 

 Draw inferences around characters’ thoughts, feelings, actions and motives, and justify with evidence from the text using point and 
evidence. 

 Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarise these 
 
Lesson 1 – Read Ch 4 (p30-32)  
propped up    bitterly cold   tuft   twitched   croaked   spluttered     pooling     reassure    fever    unsettled     unnerved     stumped    
Summarise  Here are some summaries of different paragraphs from this text. Can you number them 1 – 5 to show the order in which they 
appear in the text? 
Lil feels confused as she does not know what to do about the jar. 
She tells him about the parcel from Professor Hanawati. 
Lil arrives at the hospital looking forward to seeing her Grandad. 
Grandad becomes troubled about the jar. 
She is shocked by his appearance. 
Infer  How can you tell that Lil was surprised by how ill her Grandad was? 
 
Lesson 2 – Read Ch 5 (p42-45)  
instincts     canopic jar        curse      queer       chums       breed      poisoned       retrieved     considerable        dislodge      captivated      translate     
decipher      pored      swooned      elation        commencing        dread        sinister         
Read the letter from Professor Hanawati to Lil’s Grandad.  
Retrieval   Write down three things that have changed in Professor Hanawati’s mood and feelings since opening the jar? (3 marks) 
Infer  How can you tell that finding the jar in Egypt has changed the relationship between Professor Hanawati and Lil’s Grandad? Use evidence 
from the text(2 marks) 
 



   

  

Lesson 3- Read the letter from Lysandra (p.48-50) 
Word meaning What does the phrase glancing nervously … suggest about Kyky’s mood whilst talking to Lysandra? (1 mark) 
Infer How can you tell that Lysandra is worried about Kyky’s dream? (2 marks) 
 
Lesson 4- Ch 6 (p.64-65) 
budge     quote    valuable   rightful    firmly  
Word meaning What does the phrase You could’ve hear a spider walk across the room … suggest about Tulip and Oz’s reaction to finding out 
who the scroll was about? (1 mark) 
Infer Lil believe the best thing to do with the jar is to send it back to Egypt. Why does she think this and how is it different to the other 
children’s beliefs ? (2 marks) 
 
  



     Writing 

Texts: Various non-fiction books about the Ancient Egyptians                            
LOs (taken from Key Learning in Writing, Year 4) :  
 Read and analyse non-fiction in order to plan and write their own versions. 

 Identify and discuss the purpose, audience, structure, vocabulary and grammar of non-fiction. 

 Discuss and record ideas for planning using a range of formats 

 Use nouns for precision 

 Explore, identify, collect and use noun phrases 

 Generate and select from vocabulary banks e.g. technical language 

 Use paragraphs to organise writing in fiction and non-fiction texts. 

 Use organisational devices in non-fiction writing, e.g. captions, text boxes, diagram, lists. 
 

Lesson 1  
Use nouns for precision (Part 1) 
 Word bingo- activate different words- say aloud, clap syllables, different voices, explain meaning 

 Watch clip from BBC Bitesize: Working Life in Ancient Egypt (https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zgkd7ty) 

 Watch again but this time each time child hears a word on their Bingo board, cover with a counter 

 Place a counter over a word and challenge the children to explain the meaning and use in a sentence 

Identify and discuss the purpose, audience, structure, vocabulary and grammar of non-fiction (Part 2) 
Discuss and record ideas for planning using a range of formats 

 Share Purpose and Audience with children- to write a non-chronological report about life in Ancient Egypt 
 Model read an example of a ncr ‘Everyday life’ (Explore Ancient Egyptians p 14/15)- examine a few sentences at a time. Reveal the text sentence by 

sentence and discuss what has been found out. 

 Play ‘your turn, my turn’ after each sentence- model asking a question and providing an answer based on what just read. 

 Introduce QUAD grid (Question, Answer, Details) to collect notes about what we know so far, and raise questions for research. 

 Model a question on the grid  and how to answer with brief notes and technical language and precise nouns in the details(to go on the working wall)  

 Give children other questions to answer on their own QUAD grid. Using their copy of the text, find the answers and note any technical language or precise 
nouns in the details. 

 Ask chdn a series of questions about what they have learnt about Ancient Egyptian life so far. 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zgkd7ty


   

Lesson 2 
Use nouns for precision (Part 1) 
 Word bingo- activate different words- say aloud, clap syllables, different voices, explain meaning 

 Watch clip from Youtube: Ancient Egyptian Life: Food and Drink (https://www.simplyschools.org.uk/lancashire/ancient-egyptian-life-short-films/)  

 Watch again but this time each time child hears a word on their Bingo board, cover with a counter 

 Place a counter over a word and challenge the children to explain the meaning and use in a sentence 

Identify and discuss the purpose, audience, structure, vocabulary and grammar of non-fiction (Part 2) 
Discuss and record ideas for planning using a range of formats 

 Go back to the QUAD grid we used in prev lesson 
 Model read an example of a ncr ‘Food and Drink’ (The Ancient Egyptians p 18/19)- examine a few sentences at a time. Reveal the text sentence by 

sentence and discuss what has been found out. 

 Play ‘your turn, my turn’ after each sentence- model asking a question and providing an answer based on what just read. 

 Introduce QUAD grid (Question, Answer, Details) to collect notes about what we know so far, and raise questions for research. 

 Model a question on the grid  and how to answer with brief notes and technical language and precise nouns in the details(to go on the working wall)  

 Give children other questions to answer on their own QUAD grid. Using their copy of the text, find the answers and note any technical language or precise 
nouns in the details. 

 Ask chdn a series of questions about what they have learnt about food and drink in Ancient Egypt so far. 
 

Lesson 3 
Use nouns for precision (Part 1) 
 Word bingo- activate different words- say aloud, clap syllables, different voices, explain meaning 

 Watch clip from Youtube: Ancient Egyptian Life: Make up and Costume (https://www.simplyschools.org.uk/lancashire/ancient-egyptian-life-short-films/)  

 Watch again but this time each time child hears a word on their Bingo board, cover with a counter 

 Place a counter over a word and challenge the children to explain the meaning and use in a sentence 

Identify and discuss the purpose, audience, structure, vocabulary and grammar of non-fiction (Part 2) 
Discuss and record ideas for planning using a range of formats 

 Go back to the QUAD grid we used in prev lesson 
 Model read an example of a ncr ‘Clothes (p. 12) and Hair and Make up (p.14) (The Egyptians)- examine a few sentences at a time. Reveal the text sentence 

by sentence and discuss what has been found out. 

 Play ‘your turn, my turn’ after each sentence- model asking a question and providing an answer based on what just read. 

 Introduce QUAD grid (Question, Answer, Details) to collect notes about what we know so far, and raise questions for research. 

https://www.simplyschools.org.uk/lancashire/ancient-egyptian-life-short-films/
https://www.simplyschools.org.uk/lancashire/ancient-egyptian-life-short-films/


   

 

 

 Model a question on the grid  and how to answer with brief notes and technical language and precise nouns in the details(to go on the working wall)  

 Give children other questions to answer on their own QUAD grid. Using their copy of the text, find the answers and note any technical language or precise 
nouns in the details. 

 Ask chdn a series of questions about what they have learnt about clothes and hair and make up in Ancient Egypt so far. 
 

Lesson 4 
Draft and write by composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing 
range of sentence structures 
To write a recount in role as Egyptian child 

 Watch clip from BBC website (https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zg87xnb/articles/zr4s8xs/) 

 Read ‘Children’ (The Egyptians p12/13). Make notes on aspects of daily life for children. 

 Show transcript of modelled writing. Analyse the person/tense- 1st person, past tense 

 Use prompts to help children plan their writing along with the information they have learnt this week from their mindmap and table of facts. 

 Children write a recount in role as an otter in the riverbank 
My recount is written in: 

 1st person 

 Past tense 

 Uses time conjunctions to help sequence the writing 

 Uses technical vocabulary about otters 
 

 
 
 
 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zg87xnb/articles/zr4s8xs/

