
The Singing Mermaid, by Julia Donaldson. 

Comprehension questions  

Pages 1-2.  

1. In what season might you visit Silversands? 

2. Name 3 types of fish that the mermaid sang to. 

3. What do the fish do as they listen to the song? 

4. Use 3 sentences to describe the mermaid you see on these pages. 

Pages 3-4.  

1. What adjective is used to describe the shore? 

2. On the shore, the mermaid sings. What else does she do? 

3. What do the seashells and seagulls do when they hear the mermaid sing? 

Pages 5-6.  

1. Who is the owner of the circus? 

2. Explain the meaning of “glee”. 

3. List 2 of the promises that Sam makes to the mermaid. 

4. Why do you think that people would pay money to hear a mermaid sing? 

Pages 7-8.  

1. Why do you think the mermaid decides to leave the shore? 

2. What do the seagulls say to the mermaid? 

3. What do the seashells warn? 

4. What would you do if you were the mermaid? Explain your answer, using the word 

“because”. 

Pages 9-10.  

1. Who does the mermaid sing to now? 

2. What do the people shout when they hear the mermaid sing? 

3. Explain the meaning of “deafening”. 

4. How do you think the mermaid feels? Give a reason for your answer. 

5. Use 2 sentences to describe the circus master you see on these pages. 

Pages 11-12.  

1. Where does the mermaid live now? 

2. Who does she live with? 

3. What is an acrobat? 

Pages 13-14.  

1. Who is the mermaid not friends with? 

2. What does Sam Sly make her live in, inside the caravan? Why is this a problem for the 

mermaid? 

3. What 2 promises has Sam broken? 

4. What does the mermaid beg, and what is Sam’s answer? 

5. What does the verb “beg” show about how the mermaid feels? 

 

Pages 15-16.  

1. How long does the circus tour for? 

2. How do the crowds cheer for the mermaid? 

3. Would you visit a circus to see a mermaid sing? Explain your answer. 

 



Pages 17-18.  

1. What does the mermaid dream about, and what does she long for? 

2. How does the mermaid feel now? Why do you think she feels this way? 

3. Why do you think Sam laughs as he says no? 

4. What does Sam care about, much more than he cares about the mermaid? 

Pages 19-20.  

1. Who hears the mermaid’s song? 

2. How does he feel about the song? 

3. What does he do while he can hear it? 

4. What does Sam do to the caravan? 

5. What does the seagull see as he watches? 

Pages 21-22.  

1. What does the seagull tell the mermaid to do? 

2. How can he help to set her free? 

3. How far away is Silversands? 

4. What problem might stop the mermaid from being able to escape? 

Pages 23-24.  

1. What does Annie show the mermaid how to do? 

2. How would this help the mermaid? 

3. Do you think that their plan will work? Explain your answer. 

Pages 25-26.  

1. When does the seagull steal the key? 

2. To steal is a crime, so how is the seagull doing a good thing? 

3. How do you think the mermaid feels now? Explain your answer. 

Pages 27-28.  

1. List as many of the creatures you can see on these pages as you can. 

2. Explain the meaning of “joy”. 

3. What do you think the mermaid might say to her friends when she sees them again? 

Page 29.  

1. What does the story say might happen if you visit Silversands? 

2. Do you believe that this might happen? Explain your answer. 

3. Would you recommend this story to somebody else? Give it a star rating out of 5 and say 

who you would recommend it to. 


