
A History of Morecambe 



Why did visitors flock 
to Morecambe?   

What did it have to 
offer? 



1846 

In 1846, the 
Morecambe 
Harbour and 
Railway Company  
was formed to 
build a harbour on 
Morecambe Bay, 
close to the fishing 
village of Poulton-
le-Sands, as well as 
a connecting 
railway.  
 



1850 

By 1850, the railway linked 
to Skipton, Keighley and 
Bradford in the West 
Riding of Yorkshire.  A 
settlement began to grow 
around the harbour and 
railway, to service the port 
and as a seaside resort.  

 

Mill workers from across 
Yorkshire would now be 
able to come and 
experience the sun and 
sea air of Morecambe; the  
railways enabled them to 
get here. 

 



1889 

The settlement expanded 
to absorb Poulton, and 
the villages of Bare and 
Torrisholme.  
 
It started to be referred to 
as ‘Morecambe’, possibly 
after the harbour and 
railway. In 1889 the new 
name was officially 
adopted.  



1897 

The Winter Gardens theatre was opened. Many 
famous entertainers, such as Laurel and Hardy, 
played at the theatre. The building is still 
standing today. 





1920 

Morecambe Football Club was 
founded. 
 
In 1974 Morecambe Football 
Club won the FA trophy at 
Wembley stadium. 
 
In 2007 Morecambe were 
promoted to the Football 
League. 
 



1920s 

Happy Mount Park was opened in 1920 as a 
traditional urban park area and is still open 
today. 



Happy Mount Park 



1933 

The Midland Hotel 
opened in 1933. 
 

During World War II it was 
used as a military hospital.  

In 2006 the hotel was 
refurbished and is still an 
iconic building that many 
people visit. 



The Midland Hotel 

In the 1960s, the 
Midland Hotel 
hosted formal 
dinners for the 
town’s two main 
events: the Miss 
Great Britain 
beauty contest and 
the Illuminations 
switch on. 



1936 

The Super Swimming Stadium was opened in 1936.  Following 
World War Two, a number of seaside resorts around the country 
introduced beauty contests as attractions. 

The contest began in the summer of 1945 under the name 
“Bathing Beauty Queen”, organised by the Morecambe Local 
Council in partnership with the ‘Sunday Dispatch’ newspaper.   



Morecambe went on to become the home of 
Miss Great Britain between 1956 and 1989. 

 



1949 

From 1949-1996, 
the Morecambe 
Illuminations 
attracted 
thousands to 
Happy Mount 
Park and the 
promenade but 
were cancelled 
due to funding. 





1964 

Morecambe Marineland opened. 

They had shows containing dolphins, sealions 
and even chimpanzees. 

It closed in 1990. 



1999 

A statue of Eric 
Morecambe was 
unveiled by Queen 
Elizabeth II. 

 

 



2004 

Tragedy struck in 2004, 
when 21 Chinese 
cockle pickers drowned 
after being caught in 
the incoming tide. 
There is now a statue 
overlooking the bay 
where it happened. 



Photo montages 

Morecambe Central Pier: a journey through time. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEaj-ZvEbMw 

 

Memories of Morecambe past. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_0TS69xCcYw 
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