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As part of their statutory duties, governing bodies must publish information about and report on, the 
schools policy on special educational needs. 

At Sandylands Primary School we believe in providing every possible opportunity to develop the full 
potential of all children. The Special Educational Needs (SEN) policy, which can be found on the schools 
website, identifies our aims and objectives for children with SEN and also describes the processes used 
within school to support these children. The policy is reviewed annually. Information about the 
interventions available in school are also described on the school website. 

The Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo) is Mrs Helen Stephenson and the named Governor is 
Mrs Rona Forsyth. 

The OFSTED inspection in July 2017 found that ‘the provision and support for pupils who have special 
educational needs and/or disabilities are excellent.’ 

Number of children with SEN 

In the academic year 2016-17 there were 94 children identified as having special needs which is 
approximately 20% of children on roll. 

These are made up of: 
3 children receiving provision through a statement of SEN or an Education Health Care Plan, 
3 children undergoing statutory assessment for Education Health Care Plans and currently receiving 
provision through SEN Plans. 
88 children receiving SEN support including 5 children with SEN support plans. 
 
Over the academic year we also supported a further 110 children through specific intervention 
programmes across school who have a specific area of need but who are not identified as having special 
educational needs. Some pupils have taken part in two or three different interventions, such as a social 
skills programme and a literacy programme. The school is committed to Early intervention and resources 
are used to support children in the Early Years of school to make accelerated progress. 

All children requiring additional support are identified on the class provision map.  

Progress of pupils with SEN 

All of the children who are currently receiving SEN support have made progress against their individual 
targets. We know this as three times per year the progress of children with SEN is reviewed and new 
targets set for the next term. Data and results from class room assessments are also analysed. Parents are 
also informed of any intervention programmes their child is participating in and progress is regularly 
reported. 

The SENCo is available to meet with parents throughout the year. 

Impact of interventions 

Intervention during the year included: 
Speech and Language support through programmes such as Wellcomm, Talk Boost, Speech and Language 
individual targets. 
Literacy support through programmes such as Better Reading, Reading Recovery, Fast track phonics, 1:1 
phonics, Lifeboat to Literacy, Acceleread, Toe-by-toe, Stareway to Spelling, IDL, Words First. 
Numercy support through Wave 3 maths intervention and Individual Numeracy Support. 
Social skills groups with the family support team.   
Motor skills support through programmes such as BEAM and Teodorescu. 



All children who have participated in an intervention programme have made progress although many are 
still below the national age related expectation. 
 

Attendance 

The attendance of SEN pupils is 94% 
The whole school attendance is 96% 
There have been no permanent exclusions of SEN pupils.  
 
Budget allocation 
The SEN budget was utilised to purchase: 
Additional staff 
Educational Psychology support for Early intervention 
Specialist Hearing Impaired teacher support 
Staff training 
Resources  e.g. fine motor skills resources such as pencil grips, theraputty, and other tactile materials, SEN 
literacy resources to support reading and comprehension development and resources to develop speech 
and language skills. 
 
 
Deployment of staff and Resources 

During the academic year 2016-17 we employed 16 teaching assistants. All teaching assistants work with 
individual pupils or a small group of pupils, following a variety of intervention programmes or supporting 
the pupils within the classroom. Not all pupils are on the SEN register but have been identified as needing 
additional support in specific areas. Where possible children are supported within  the classroom in order 
to ensure that children don’t miss out on activities in class. Individual support from outside agencies such 
as the speech therapist, Physiotherapist etc takes place away  from the classroom. 

All teaching assistants receive appropriate training and resources. Intervention programmes run across the 
day and are mostly timetabled by the class teachers. 

The SENCos main task is to oversee and coordinate SEN provision throughout school. The SENCo meets 
with parents, liaises with outside agencies, works with children, assesses children and completes 
paperwork ensuring the children receive the best support and provision possible. She also attends 
meetings and training and keeps up to date with government and local authority requirements and 
changes regarding SEN. The SENCo meets regularly with staff to discuss pupil progress, the impact of 
intervention programmes and to discuss ways to support pupils further. 

The SENCo looks carefully at school data and uses this to identify pupils who are vulnerable to 
underachieving and to monitor the impact and success of intervention programmes. 

 

External agencies 

During 2016-17 we worked with a wide variety of different agencies including a local authority  
Educational Psychologist and an Educational Psychologist employed directly by the school, three speech 
therapists, two physiotherapists and an assistant, two occupational therapists and an assistant, two 
specialist teachers for children with hearing impairment, SENDo, school nurse, diabetic nurse, young 
carers, ADHD northwest, parent partnership, social services, CAMHs and a number of children’s centre 
outreach  workers. 
We have also accessed information from the local SEN cluster and from the Local Authority SENCo forums 
each term. 



 

Links to secondary schools 

During 2016-17 the SENCo organised transition meetings with SENCos from four high schools to discuss 
transition arrangements for pupils with SEN. Individual meetings were held for five children so that 
parents could meet the high school SENCo and additional transition visits were organised. 

Staff development 

SENCo, teachers and teaching assistants meet regularly to discuss pupils, intervention programmes and 
resources. Teaching assistants meet class teachers each week to discuss progress pupils are making with 
their intervention programmes and individual targets. 

The SENCo attended SENCo cluster meetings, .  The Educational Psychologist employed by the school 
worked with teachers across school to develop their ability to support individual and groups of children 
with SEN.  

Courses have provided the school with resources to support SEN children and make provision more 
effective. 

Medical needs 

We have two children in school with nut allergies, one child with diabetes and three children with severe 
Asthma. All these children have Health care plans. The school nurse and specialist medical staff are 
involved in the formulation of these plans and parents are invited to contribute to these plans. Health care 
plans are displayed in the school office and class teachers have a copy. Our school Policy can be viewed on 
the school website. 

Disability Duty – Accessibility  

Our accessibility Policy was reviewed in June 2016 by the school Governors and can be viewed on the 
school website.  

Inclusion 

All students have access and opportunities to participate in visits and school activities and reasonable 
adjustments are made to accommodate children. E.g. ensuring children with mobility issues can access 
local area walks by providing transport or taking a wheelchair that can be used when the child is tired.  

Parents 

The school operates an open door policy and parents are always welcome in school. The SENCo is not 
classroom based and is available to speak to parents, often without an appointment although longer 
meetings are arranged by appointment. Parents are invited to attend and contribute to various meetings 
throughout the year such as Parent’s evenings, Target setting, Annual reviews, outside agency meetings, 
Team around the child meetings. 

Information about the complaints procedure and how to access the procedure is available on the school 
website.  


